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Serving in the '80s

The Reagan administration’s drastic cuts to federal job
training programs hit the League’s training programs
hard; however the agency was able to continue
providing jobs programs for disadvantaged youth
and adults throughout the 1980s.

Throughout the decade, the League also continued
producing research reports and policy statements on
such topics as Affirmative Action and residential energy
conservation. In 1980, the League produced the
“HACIENDA Report” after a year-long study. This
was the League’s first major initiative to address the
needs of Rochester’s growing Latino population.

The first Salute to Black Scholars event was held on
June 28, 1980. It was a Saturday luncheon recognizing
56 students who were graduating from high school with
honors. The Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority presented
scholarships to three young women. In subsequent
years, the number of colleges, corporations, and civic
groups providing scholarships for Black Scholars rose
exponentially.

The League established a satellite office at 616 Jefferson
Avenue in the early '80s to provide homeownership
and neighborhood revitalization services for southwest
Rochester. The League worked with RG&E to provide
home energy audits and weatherization services in
the neighborhood.

Several Youth Speakout Forums were held to give
City youth a chance to make their voices heard by
community decisionmakers.

In 1984, the League opened its first Developmental
Disabilities Program after identifying a critical need
for services for minority youth with developmental
disabilities.

Reflecting society’s growing reliance on computers,
the League’s employment services established a Word
Processing Center in 1983 with support from IBM.
In 1986, the League established its first computer lab,
an important resource that the agency continues to
provide to the community today.

The 1st annual Early Recognition Ceremony was
held in 1985 to recognize and encourage younger
students who are on track to graduate from high
school as Black Scholars.

A dozen board members and staff joined a National
Urban League march on the South African Embassy
in Washington, D.C. in 1958 to protest that country’s
policy of racial apartheid.

In 1985, the Urban League of Rochester Economic
Development Corporation (ULREDC) was
established to oversee business and real estate
development projects that would generate operating
revenue and minority employment. By fall of that
year, ULREDC had completed construction of its first
single-family house at 184 N. Union Street.

The League issued a “Call to Action” report in 1986,
calling for improvements in the City schools.

In 1988, the League established the Minority and
Women Business Development Center with funding
from the NYS Department of Economic Development.
Previously, the League worked closely with the City
of Rochester to operate a Minority Business
Exchange for minority construction contractors.

The League established the Family Consultant
Program in 1982 with the aim of reducing the
number of black children in foster care.

The Black Scholars Endowment Fund was
established in 1989 under the leadership of Eltrex
Industries President Matthew Augustine to help
needy college students to continue their studies.

The Urban League Guild held the 1st annual
Distinguished Male Cooks Event in 1989 with 19
prominent volunteer chefs.
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